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re-ye-mete withal; ther u pe be mete a- 
gayn Aus do num tuſtly ye 
Hal haugaibleſhd and a god ende to pd ut rewarde, 


X occupye your heſynes varyghtfuny x ye ſhall haue 
an yl rewarde therfoze,as this ſtozy maketh menciõ, 
but-nowa dayes tuery man gyue hym ſelfe to occu- 
pye deceytes and vnrightfulnes. But neuertheleſſe at 
the laſte cõmeth 18 ſtulnes, he that hath occupied 
that he Chal haue foꝛ his rewarde euerlaſtpnge bliſſe, 
as this lytell ſtoꝛy lheweth ofa fals marchaũte that 
detepued another marchaunte with grete falſeneſle @ 
deteyte. But at the laſt foz his kallenelle he was han⸗ 
d and that was his tewarde foꝛ that falſe dede, as 
here ee playnely, 


Chow fouremarchauntes met altogether in one waye 


whiche were of foure diuers tondes » _ howe _— 
woulde all to Paris. oY 2 


A the yere of our lozde god. y . ccc It 
happened that foute ryche imatchauntes departed 


| — of diners countrets foꝛ to ds their marchaundiſe and 


AS they were goyng their tourneys by foꝛtune they mette 


all together and fel in company together, foꝛ thei were al 


foure gong towarde Parts in Fritunce's foz 4 
ſake they rode al iii. into one ynne a it was about ch 

tyd in the modſte ioyfull tyme of al the yere and their na- 
mes were called as here foloweth. The firſte was called 
Conrantof Spayne, the ſecod'was called Boxchatde of 
Fraunce,$ thirde was talled John of F ozente i theaiti. 
was called Imbzoſe of Jennen / Than by thocanſent of 
the other marchauntes Bozcharde of Fraũce went vnto 
the hoſte and ſayd. Dolte nowe is the 1ierieft tyme of the 
pere and we be marchauntes of foute diuers coun- 
treis à by foꝛtune we met altogether in one plate ſ᷑ oure 
iourney is to Parts. And therfoze whyle we be ſo — let 
vs mane go good. 75 V. mou e — — Mn ye 
tan ge ſt to and byd alſo ſom 

of pour beſt at yen tou moſte, that we — 
aeg . —— fro hence, 


od trendes and 
. wens grit hame Br 
remagant dyner af- 


and we gayne. Ind 
than —. 5 with © good wil, 
fthe beſt Abel that 

ne. And on the 

MUS vel maner 1 — 1 could. And ha ß it was diner 
f. ij. 


tyme than eame in the to dyner # the marchaſifes 
t ame to and bad welcome. Than bad $ mar- 
chauntes the hoſte that he chould bzyng in the meete and 
lay the table that — myght go to dyner. And than the 
hoſte ſayde, with a good wyll. Than went the hoſte and 
layd the table and . —— 
pꝛaped the marchauntes to take the geſtes to them and 
ſyt dovone together. And ſo — whe 


& made good chere 
e ag 300 when gave 
ry [ " 

doone, the geſtes tobe their leue lene aft the marchauntes and 
hanhked Gant toy their good chere. An 


| dthaneueryman 
departed home tohis houſe , And than came the mar⸗ 
chauntes to the hoſte and pꝛayed hym hertely foz to come 
in, and thanked hym that he had ozdered — Doone all 
chruges well and maunerly, $4708 


Cote two af the warchauntes as Johan Heu 
and Ambꝛoſius of hyide one en rer 
mme ee 


"Hanalithe marchauntes 3 the e geſtes had made 
mtryt al the day log. at ——— — 
tone their leue ol the marchauntes , and thanked: them 
foz they; good chere that they had made — ſo de⸗ 
| parted euery one to their lodgyng. And as they were de- 
parted euery man to their houſe, then wexed it late. And 
than came the hoſte of the houſe ta the marchauntes and 
aſked them if that they would go ſlepe, a they aunſmered 
vnto their hoſte yes. And tha toke he a candell #b2vpaght 


the marchauntes in to a fayze chambee, where was.iui. 


beddes rychely hanged with coſt! curtartaynes that eue⸗ 

ry marchaunt myght lye by them ſelfe. And whan that 
they wer fo altogether in the chabꝛe, than began they to 
ſpeke of many thinges,ſome good, ſome bad as it laye in 
their myndes. ndes.Than ſayd Courant of Spayn. Sirs we 
haue be all this day mery and made good chere # euery 


at home we tan not tell, Tha ſi SBourchard of Fraũce 
to the other marchauntes. What aſke you how they doe. 
They (pt by the fpze and make good there, and eate and 
dzpnke of the beſte and 1abour not at all, get they vn- 
to them hote bloud & than they may take another luſtyt 
vong man # doe their pleaſure with him that we knowe 
not of,foz we de oftf tymes long from the fo2 the cauſe 
may they leen a lofe foꝛ a nede ſecretly to Than 
— Johan of Flozence, we may all well be{called fooleg 
and ydeotes that truſt our wiues in this maner as we do 
foz a womans hert is not made of ſo harde a ſtone dut - 
Frederpke of Jennen, A. iij. 


one of vs hath a fayze wyfe at home, how fare they nome | 


it wyll melfe;fo-a womans nature is to be 'vnſtedfaſt # 
tourneth as the wynde dooeth and careth not foz vs tpll 
the time that we come agayn. And welabourBayly'both 
in wynde and tn raine and put often our liues in ieopar⸗ 
dy anVmiauciture on the ſen foꝛ to ſynde them withallX 
our w ſyt at home and make good chere with ofhYer 
good 8 geue thẽ parte of the money that we get. 
And therfoze and pe wyll do after my counſeyll, let euery 
one of vs take a faire wenche to pas the time withall as 
wel as our wines do, æ they Gall knowe no moꝛe of that 
than we knowe of them. Than ſatde Imbꝛulius of Jen 
nen to them. y goddes grace that ſhalt J neuer doo: 
whyle that Jlyne;: Foz J haue at home a gaod # a ver⸗ 
tuous woman aud a womãly. And I know wel that ſhe 
is not of that diſpoſition, but that ſhe will eſchewe her of 
all ſuche yllabuſiuns till the tyme that I rome home a⸗ 
gayne, fa I knowe wel that ſhe wil haue none other mã 
but me alone. And if that I chould bzeake my wedlocke 
than were J but litie woꝛthe. Than ſayde John of Flo⸗ 
rence. Felowe pe ſet muche pꝛice by your at home it 
truſt her with all that ye haue J wil laye with you a waz 
ger of fyue thouſande gyidens it that ye. will abyde me 
here J ſhall departe and ryde to Jennen and dode with 
your wle my wyll . Than ſayd Ambꝛoſius to I ohn of 
Floꝛence. haue delyuered to myne hoſte fiue thouſand 
yldens to kepe , put pe downe as muche againſte it and 
4 all tary here tyll the tyme that ve retaurne aganne 
from Jennen, and it that you by any maner ot menes can 
get pour pleafure of my wyfe ye ſhall haue all this mo⸗ 
ney. Than ſapde Johan of F loꝛence. am contente, and 


than putte he in his hoſtes hande other fyue thouſande. 
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gyldens agaynſt;Ambaoſius money, . And than tooke ha 


is leue a departed towardeFenmen/Ahd as herode 
Her werbe he thought in his mynde rate ent, 
ner ol wyſe p he myght come veſt to-ſpeke wit Wnt: 
bꝛoſeg wyfe that he myghte haue his pieaſire of her. 
& wynnt the money that he had layde with ambꝛoſt 
to a,. wager, whether it were by xyght or by wzang ;7: 
And at the ſaſte je had roden lo long hat he came to 
Jennen where that A mbꝛoſe wyts dwelte. 
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ſpene to her. he durite not 


— yy © ee 


thanthat Johan of ee 
ennen, de wente 


2125 


To | 
moꝛow. And fhanked and 
— ſwete a rr E  hymondgan b 
he was a ſhamed and ſayd to hym 2 8 Ales pooe 
wꝛetche that J am, what haue J done, — © 


loſt I ſe it wel. oʒ the ſemeth a 
and J dare not ſpeke to her of that wherof'J- 
am ſozy. And as he walked thus he thought in hys 
mynde that yf that he hold wyne Þ money he muſt / 


F d than made he a 
Mache walde hang ronyeyd Ry ones 
bern belt nothow, T 

hane herde ſaye 1 ee 

n _ womã can do, and 

nnn 

e he koũde an olde womã 


oe elohemard 
he though 


tbelt den But he i 8 
I ſpe veſt to her to thewe mp mere. N. 852 
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Han bzoughte Johñ of Flozence with him a cote 

4 A of ſpike and came to the olde woman and ſayd yt 
that pe coude ſel this cote J chold gyue you a good din⸗ 
kynge penny foꝛ it is al to heuy foꝛ me. The womã ſaide 
to hym. How wyll you ſel your ſplken cote, than anſwe- 
red he yl that ye may ſel it foꝛ.ii.ducates let it goo. But 
the tote was well woꝛth ſeuen dutates. Than was the 
olde woman glad in her mynde and bad pᷣ he hold come 
Frederyke of Jennen; ; Pe B. i. FRF 


agayne the moꝛowe after and he cholde haue his monye 
and che ſayd to her ſelfe, this is my marchaunt, Ind thi 
departed he home and on the nexte daye in the moznrnge 
came Johan of Flozence to the olde wcman againe and 
che gaue vnto hym the. ii.ducates and ſhe tolde him that 
ſhe coude haue no moze, but ſhe kepte the tote tcoher ſelfe 
And than Johan af Flozence receyued the two ducates 
of the olde womã and thanked her. And thã he caſt dow- 
ne one of the ducates to her and ſaid vnto her. Take that 
x fetche the beſt meet a dꝛynke p ye tan get. Foz we two 
muſt make good chere oꝛ that we departe a that dyd he 
foz to make the woman dꝛontzen he myghte haue ſome 
good counſeile of her foꝛ to come in to Ambꝛoſes hous, 
at dyner tyme came Johan of Flozence to dyne with the 
olde woman ⁊ there he made good chere and gaue vnta. 
the olde woman ſoo moche wyne that che began to were 
mery. And that feynge Johan of Flozence ſayd to 5 olde 
wyfe p was woꝛſer tha the deuyl. Knowe ye not a mar⸗ 
chaunt that is called Ambzoſe., # the olde womã anſwe- 
red yes J know hym wel he is not at home, but he hath 
here a fayꝛe woman to his wyke dwellynge, that is bothe 
ponge d woꝛchypfull of behauoure , curteyſe in anſwere 
gentyl, not pꝛoude, good foz to ſpeke withall. Than ſayd 
Johan of Flozence know ye not the way Þ ye myght cõ⸗ 
uap a cheſt in to her haus. J my ſeife wil ſyypt me ther 
in. And whan that the cheſt hath ſtande in her hous by p 
ſpace ot᷑.iii.daies thã tome # fetrhe Þ che home againe- 
x yk that ye can do it J al gyue vnto you.CC.ducates 
fo2 your laboure with abetter dꝛinkyng peny, Tha was 
the olde woman glad w that pꝛofer #ſayde vnto him © 
my frende-fozowe notfoz that thynge, bꝛynge thecheſt 
in to my hous and chyt pou faſt therin and J hall fynde 


a 
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luche wayes that the chefte chall be conneyed in fo her 
houſe, Than was John of Flozence glad and did as the 
olde woman bad him and fetched the cheſte and bzought 


it in to her houſe and put him ſelfe therein. | 
Chow that the olde woman deſyꝛed Ambzoſes wyfe to 


kepe a cheſte in her houſe till the tyme that the come 
from ſaynt James. ä 


Afr that John of Flozence had pzomyſed fo the 
olde woman the. CC. ducates he woulde ſe tyzſte 
that che ſhold erne the befozc p che old haue them. Ind 
the olde woman ſought and ymagined many falſenes to 
haue the money. Than went thc to Ambꝛoſes wyfe with 
a falſe herte and greted her, and loupngly thanked her 
bad her welcome to her. Foz the ſemed to her foꝛ to bee a 
good honeſt woman, but ſhe was but a diſſimeler of clo⸗ 
ked falſhede,foz it is a commyn ſaiyng of people that an 
olde woman can do that the deuell hym ſclfe can not do, 
as we haue in examples moze playnely thereof in many 
diuerſe bokes, and as this litle boke maketh mencion. 
Than whan the olde woman had talked a good while w 
Ambꝛoſes wiſe of many diuers matters, Than ſayde ſhe 
to her. Waiſtres, my comyng to pou at this tyme is fox 
this cauſe. I did vowe a pilgrimage a longe tyme to the 
holy apoſtle ſaint James, and nowe take J iozney a if it 
pleaſe you to ſende any offring thither. J Gal bere it with 
a good will. And than thanked Ambꝛoſes wyfe her and 
gaue vnto her a ducate and ſaid that Ce ſhould offre that 
ducate to ſaynt James to ſaue her huſoande from the pe⸗ 
rill of the ſea a ſodayne death. Than toke 8 olde woman 
the ducate and ſayd wozthypful maiſtres J deſire you of 
* one thyng. J haue a 
ij. 


f ſes wite wolde take the cheſte into her houſe, than wente 


% 


cheſte here that all my ewels ben in andall my cheke 
plates, and J would 
tyll the tyme that 


you. to kepe it in youre houſe, 
come home to pou agayn, Foz ye be 
the woman that J truſte and beleue aboue all other wo⸗ 
men now beyng alyue. Than ſaid Ambzoles wife, that 


wyll J do with a good will, x J Call et it ſure inough. 


Foz J will ſet it in my chamber that it may be the ſurer 
kept. Than was the olde woman glad in her mynde, and 


| 1 her and departed ere foz the er. 
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C Bowe J ohn of Floꝛente was in the cheſte and howe | 
he was bzonght into Ambꝛoſes houſe, 


AP whi this falle olde womã hadde o:dipried all 


thynges after herminde and knewe that Ambꝛo⸗ 


the and put John of . in the chelte ecetly oa 
no body wyſte therof and gaue hym in the cheſte meate 


and dꝛinke foz thꝛee oz foure daies, ſoothat he neded no⸗ 


thynge . Ind the cheſte was made with a ſp locke, 

ſothat John o Flozence myght open and chitte in what 
that he would at his pleaſure. Ind than did the olde wo⸗ 
man laye the cheſt-vpon a. whelebarowe and gate twoo 
ge men to cary it to Ambzoſes-houle . Ind whan 
were come there with the cheſt, the olde womã came 

Ambzoſes wyfe and — 4. e had the * at 
the doꝛe, And than Ambzoſes. wyfe bad her 
cheſte in, and ſet it in her owne chambꝛe thy 


28 


deceyte noꝛ falſhede . Than went the vide woman tothe 


doꝛe and bade the two men bꝛyng in the — and — 
it — in to the chambꝛe, and ſo they dyd. And 
it was in the chambze , — the payed the men and they 
departed from thence . And than tooke the olde woman 


leue of Ambzoles wyfe,and ſo departed — very 


1150 and merp. 


Chow J dyn of Floxence opened wech 
1 l. uns. came on into Imbyoſes ch 
ſtale. iii. 


inthe” | 


 Frederpbtof Jemen. 


\/ Pannpght came that eucryebodpwas a flepe la 
their firſt ſlepe x at reſte, than did John open the 
cheſt and went out in to the chamber, And by miſtoztune 
Ambzoſes wife had left her cofer open wherein $ Jewels 
were, # had foꝛgot to ytte it. And that ſpied wel ß falſe 
John of Flozence, # theyx he ſtale thzee coſtly Jewelles. 
The one was a purſe w2ought al with perles and coſtly 
ſtones, beyng woꝛth.Ixxxiiii.dutates, and the other was 
a gyꝛdle of fpne golde ſet with coſtly perles and ſtoones 
that was worth. CC CC. ducates.Ind the thyꝛde was a 
a rynge with a point of diamond that was woꝛth. l. du- 
cates. And the moone hone fo clere that he myght ſee in 
euery coꝛner of the chamber, and there he behelde Am⸗ 
bꝛoſes wife that was ſoundely a ſiepe. And than it foꝛtu⸗ 
ned that herlefte arme lay on the bed, a on that arme ſhe 
had a blacke warte that the falſe traitoure John of Flo- 


rente ſawe well, wherwith he reioyſed and ſayd, Sean 
loꝛde what great foꝛtune haue J. ot now haue I ſene a 
pzyuy token, wherby he ſhall byleue me that J haue had 
my pleaſure of his wyfe, and ſo ſhall J haue the money 
ofhym . Than wente the fals thefe with n 405 
agayne in ts the cheſt and chyt hym ſelt faſt therin. Ind 
on the thyꝛde day after tame the olde woman to * 
ſes wyfe # gaue to her agayne the ducate that che cholde 
haue bozne to ſaynt James a ſayde, Woꝛchyptull may- 
ſtrys J haue gote a grete ſekenes;that. J wene wyl tary 
longe by me. And therfoze ee 02naye 
on me this pere. Ind therkoꝛe J pzaye you Þ JF myghte 
haue my cheſte agayne, I thanke pou hertely of poure + 
good wyll. Than delyuered Ambꝛoſes wyte the cheſte 
to p olde woman, myſtruſtynge nge > kuewe not þ 
therof Golde come ony heuynes. And than departcd the 
olde womã home w the cheſt agayne. Ind whan it was 

in ; olde womans hous than opened Johan of Flozence 
the cheſt and came out, and than he gaue to the olde wo⸗ 
man. C C. dutates foꝛ her laboure and toke his leue of 
her rode to Rarys, whece that Imbꝛoſe taryed hym. 
And whan that he was come to Parys than rode he in 

to the ynne where that Ambꝛoſe was. And than ſet he 

vp his hoꝛſe and came to Ambꝛoſe # called hym a ſyde x 
ſayde; bycauſe that ye be a good frende of myne, and we 
haue kepte company togyder, and that ye cholde not be 

a chamed 7 e to chewe vnto you that J 
haue wonne the money: Se, here J haue cuydente tõ⸗ 
kengfoz to ſhewe that J haue wonnẽ it. And than toke. 
Johan of Flozence outte the purſe , the gyꝛdell, and the: 
tynge, and ſhewed thoſe thze Jeweles vnto Ambzoſe, 
Than ſayd Ambzoſe, I knowe well p thoſe thze Jewels: 


. 


be my wynes,but yet J wyll not byleue Þ ye haue hadde 
pour wy] on her, But pe mult tel me ſone better and pꝛy⸗ 
uyer token than theſe be. Ind than ſayd Johan pe wpll 
bylene me and ys vnto you a moe pꝛeuier token than 
theſe be. Than he tolde vnto Ambꝛoſe that his wyfe had 
vpon her lefte arme a blacke watt. And wha ß Ambꝛoſe 
herdy that than fel he in a ſovonde , Foz he knewe not the 
falſenes of Johan. Than oven toke Ambꝛoſe vp and, 
bad hym take a mans herte vnto hym and let it paſſe,foz 
he conde not therwith amende it. And whan that mz 
bꝛoſe wag vp agapne,than he ſayde , Alas what is my 
foꝛtune, J had went that my wyfe w6lde neuer hane de- 
cepucd me as che hath done, fo2 the was bothe woꝛchyp⸗ 
full and verfuous'and beloued bothe of yonge and olde. 
And than bad Ambzoſe Johan of Floz#ce that he cholde 
tel it no ferther to ony bodye, and badde- him goo to the 
holte and fetche the money, and ſo he dyde. Ind there 
was no man, but he and Jmbzoſe that knewe who had 
wonne the money, de Bt | Nee. 


* 


(bow Ambzoſe robe home agaynie towarbe 
* the towneof Jennen. 
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tome that he chold 


come to hym there, a whan þ the 


lee herandbuxye her in the ſonde . Than ſayde the ſer- 
uaunt ts his nrayſter, that were grete pyty.. Than ſayd 
Imbzofe;pfye do it not J ſhall you. E gan ſapde the 
a | al, fop he thonghty i hekter to ſiee 
is-mapſtrp8than his (elfe to be layne. And than depar- 
ted he towapdthis mayſtrys with a ſozobofull herte, 


FR 


was Ambꝛoſes 
ryed w her a lytell lambe 


all. And whan they came without the towne in the wod, 
than ſaide the ſeruannt to his maiſtres. O good may⸗ 
ſires,my maiſter hath charged me vpon payne of death 
that J Gould flee you here and bzyng to hym foz a token 
vour —_— and a locke of youre heere , And whan che 
herde that che fell downe on her knees and ſayde. J haue 
neuer offended him foꝛ to dye, and therfoꝛe good lady de⸗ 
lyuer me from this daunger as J am gyltleſſe. And as 
ſoone ag che had done her pꝛayer ſhe ſayde to the man. 


v ; A Hall geue d counſeyle. 
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a lockt of mu here, and with the bloud anoynt 


my clothes a and bere theſe tokens to your maiſter And 
than ne de the ſernaunt to ip hirmaiſires, that hall "5 dos 


— ded, od wil departe from hence | 
_—_ he don tin ball Heath tes 
— ndt N and than kylde he the 


lam 14 the tokens to his 


maiſter. Ind whan Ambꝛoſe ſawe theim, than was he 
moꝛe ſoꝛier than he was befoꝛe becauſe that he ſpake not 
with her befoze that Nahnet Foren, hal to death, to ex 
ampne ier wherfoꝛe John of Fioꝛente had the Jewels. 

And the mayiſeihghowe' his maiſter that he founde no 
faulte with the tokens. He thanked'God andour * of. 
tue es We of the woman, - 
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| ayde the 
ſhypman,ye be a pꝛopꝛe man, wil pe ſerue me: foꝛ I haue 
here hawkes that Þ myThavng ta thahruageetf Alkare, 
that ſhall ye kepe and J wil geus.vats- wa 
Than ſayd Frederpke, with a good 
they their paſſage and tame ouer and pꝛeſented the kyng 
the hawkes, and he rewarded theim well aer as ſoone 
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ne ae the bynge angry and ſent fozthe ſhyp- 
dad per ofthe veſt; and te what hankes pl 
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as frederyke was departed , than _ the hawkes to 


what hattkes he had bzoughte , We 
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and o departed. 
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haue dyped . And whan 

— was come — the 246M than 
had he a great fauoure vnto him and bꝛought him to his 
haukes, and as ſoneasthe TIED — ' — they reioy⸗ 
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and than he made him a loꝛde Than meane tyme 
veel in thetowyea great death ſo that the 2g wild be- 
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we me J pꝛay pdu in what londe ye bought them. Than 
ſayd Johan of Flozence, J bought theym not, but yf ye 
wyſte how daungeroufly 4 came by them, ye wolde lo⸗ 
ne me the better euer after. Than ſayd loꝛde Frederyke, 
that grete daunger muſte ye tell me. Than tolde Johan 
of Fiozence to loꝛde Frederyke howe p he came by them, 
ct howe that he layd. v. thouſande geldens with Ambꝛo⸗ 
ſe that he cholde haue goten his pleaſure of his wyfe and 
how that he gate the Jewels vnknowen to his wyfe, x 
than retourned J to her huſbande and tolde hym that J 
had wonne the money and than retourned he home and 
cauſed his man foz to ſtee her ( as is befoꝛe ſhewed moꝛe 
— 7 2 Than ſayd loꝛde Frederyke, the ſleynge of hys 
woyfe was yll done, but money was goten with a won⸗ 
der grete pꝛactyſe and well, but foz all that loꝛde Frede⸗ 
ryke ſpake ſo, yet he thought not ſoo, Than ſaid he to the 
marchaunte, wyll ye tary with vs here and we chall gy⸗ 
ue vnto pou mete and dꝛynke out of my court, a kepe tho 
ſe Jewelles that ye haue here foꝛ me, foꝛ they pleaſe me 
wonderly well. a nome haue J no leaſure to gyue to you 
the money at this time. Foꝛ they be ſo coſtly that the in 
ney wyl be longe a fellynge , # they char ſerue foꝛ my pa- 
ramoure. Than thãtzed Johan of Flozence loꝛde Frede⸗ 
ryke that he was ſo curfeyſe to him and ſayd, Theſe thꝛe 
Jeweles be ſo coltely & of to hyghe a pꝛice to gyue to his 
paramoure tout p he loued her vety well; And than de⸗ 
parted loꝛde Frederyke fro the marchainit # charged his 
 offycers that they cholde gyue vnto the marchaunte his 
lyuery foꝛ two oz thꝛe men euery daye. And they ſayde, 
they wolde with a good wyll . So on the moꝛowe came 
Johan of Flozence foꝛ his lyuerey and they gaue it vnto 
dym, ſo that he neded not foz too ſpende but yf he wolde 


Thi pzpuely called loꝛde Frederykea poi und a 

hym that he knewe wel where that the towne of Jen. 
nen was. And he anſwered, yes loꝛde J knowe it well, 
Than ſayd loꝛde Frederyke, thyder muſt ye as faſte as 


e 
, ve map go,# there is money pnonghe , And whan ye b 
4 there than aſke foz one Ambzoſe a wedower, + wha that 
— ye ſpeke w hym delyuer vnto hym this letter, & bzynge 
D hym with you. And this lettter was wzyten as though 
— the bynge hym ſelte had lende it. | ] 
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that he was there he aſked where ß Ambtoſe dwelte;, # 
he aſked ſo longe p at the laſt he came to him & pꝛeſented 
the letter to hym w the kynges bꝛode ſeale, and he recey- 
ued it humbly and opened it. Ind this was the tenoure 
-as here foloweth. We kynge of Alkaren deſpꝛe of oure 
frende Ambzoſe foꝛ a nedeful cauſe that we haue to doo, 
which hall be a grete pzofyt vnto you wherwith pe hal 
be made ryche , lo þ ye wolde ſpede pon & come with this 
meſſenger to vs and ye ſhal haue no maner of harme doe 
ne to you, foꝛ we ſend to you oure bꝛode ſeale and Saul. 
coundute bothe to goo and to come fre. And as Ambꝛoſe 
reed this letter he wondered gretly of ß haſty deſy2e of þ 
kynge . Neuertheleſſehe d2eſſed his gere a ſet one in his 
hous tokepe it tyll the tyme Þ he retourned agayne. And 
than departed he with the meſſenger . And they paſſed 
ouer the ſee # came to loꝛde Frederyke that bad him wel 
come a made him good chere, c on Þ moꝛowe came loꝛde 
Frederpke to Ambꝛoſe and made hym come to dyner w 
hym. And he his owne perſone toke & ſet hym at Þ kyn⸗ 
ges owne table t ſet hym ſelfe dovone therby, & oftenty⸗ 
mes in the dyner he bad that Ambꝛoſe cholde be mery, 
whan dyner was done than ſayd loꝛde Frederyke to the 
king. My lege here is come to this towne a marchannte 
that hath bꝛoughte thze coſtely Jewelles whiche that J 
wolde p ye had ſene , and de wyll J ſende foꝛ hym 
and byd hym bꝛynge his the Jeweiles with hym . And 
than wente a meſſenger and bad Johan of Flozence þ he 
holde make hym redy and come befoze the kynge wyth 
his thꝛe Jewels. Than was Johan of Flozence glad x 

ought p he ſholde haue receyued moche money & went 
ww the meſſenger to the kynge in to the halle. And whan 
he was came, lande Frederpke layde vnto zum. Sy 
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ſhewve your marchaundyſe a thewe howe that ye came by 
them to the kyng. Than ſheweth he the thꝛe Jewels, and 
than Ambꝛoſe ſeyng the Jewels, woundered and wente 
than that the kynge had ſent foz hym to put him to death 
and than fel he foꝛ ſozowe almoſte to the grounde, This 
markyng loꝛde Frederyke tame and comtoztedhym and 
tlapped him on the holder and ſayde he houlde haue no 
harme,but Jope. Than tolde the marchaunt to the king 
altogether howe that he had gotten the Jewels, Than 
went the lozde Frederyke with the kyng aſyde and aſked 
the kyng what that marchaunt had deſerued that hadde 
dihonoured ſuche a wozſhipfull woman and had begy- 
led her in that maner of her Jewels, and after that loſte 
her lyfe therfoze. Than ſaide the kyng to the loꝛde Frede⸗ 
ryke: He hath bothe deſerued the whele and the galowes. 
Foz he cauſed both murder to be done, and alſo he ſtoole 
the Jewels, Than ſayde loꝛde Frederyke ſo thynketh me 
alſo that he hath deſerued it well foz to behis rewarde, 

But if that it pleaſe your grace and the loꝛdes to returne 
againe nts the hall, ye ſhall ſee and knowe many other 
marueylous thinges that that falſe marchaũt hath done 
to that wozthipfull waman. Than ſayde the kyng, with 
a good wyll that all we do. Than retourned the kynge 
and all his loꝛdes with loꝛde Frederyke into the hall a⸗ 
gapne, foꝛ to here moze of the marchaunte. 


¶ Howe loꝛde Frederyke came naked befoze 
the kyng and his loꝛdes. ä 
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WW Ith thoſe wozdes fourned the king into the hall 
where he and his loꝛdes ſpake of manye dyuerſe 
ſtraunge matters. and in the meane whyle went the lozde 
Frederpke ſecretly away, e came into the chamber where 
He did vnclothe her al naked ſaning a clothe befoze her 
membꝛes & than came into the hall, befoze the kyng and 
al his loꝛdes c befoze all the other perſones there beynge 
pꝛeſent all naked, ſaue that che had a kercher of ſylke be⸗ 
foꝛe her membꝛes. And whan ſhe was come in che wente 
to the kyng and dyd him reuerente. And whan the kyng 
and his loꝛdes ſawe her, they meruayled greatly, where⸗ 
fore that that fayze woman tame in naked befoze them. 
Than ſaide the kynge to his loꝛdes, that perſone haue J 
ſene befoꝛe oftentymes in other araymẽt than ſhe is nom 
and if J chould tell trewe, me thynketh it is our pꝛotec⸗ 
tour and defender loꝛde Frederyke. And therfoze ſayd the 


| kynge to her thew fo vs what ye be, and wherfoze that ye 
come in here betoze vs al naked in this maner.Than an- 
ſwered the woman to the kyng and ſaide, J am the ſame 
perſone lozde Frederike that you ſpake on, your pooꝛe ſub 
iecte. And J am here come befoꝛe pont great maieſte to 
complaine on this falſe marchaunt that ſtandeth here w 
the. thze Jewels that be myne, as the purſe, the gyꝛdle, 
the rynge that he had gotten by thefte whiche is openly 
knowẽ befoꝛe your grace by what maner of craft he came 
by them, a this other marchaunt that here ſtãdeth befoze 
vou is my huſbande, and J my ſelte is the ſame woman 
that ſhould haue be put to death in the wood at the fame 

time, but J eſtaped by the helpe of God and oure ladye 

from that great perill of death, and from that day to this 
day J neuer had conuerſacion with any man, but haue 
liued chaſte, and no man noz woman knewe neuer none 
other but that J was a man and therfoze if that it pleaſe 
your grace to do ſo much foz me that this falſe marchaut 
and traitour may ſuffre death as ye knowe well that he 
hath deſerued and none other wiſe. Than ſaid Þ kyng to 
her, that muſt J nedes do toz right and reaſon wil deſire 

none other, and therefoze fo2 that/yil dede that he hathe 

done we wil that he be headed, and than after that his bo 
dy to be layde vpon the whele , ouer him a paire of galo⸗ 
wes, becauſe that he hath ſtolen, and alſo cauſed murder 
to be done and therfoꝛe take him by and by. Than was 
John of Flozence taken and bzoughte to pꝛyſon and all 

his goodes gwen to Ambzoſe and his wyfe. Than ſayde 
Ambxoſe to John of Flozence, O pooze wꝛetche x katyf, 

what helpeth you now al your craft & falſhed and al that 

yll gotten good; that ye haue gotten by falſhed and theft, 


| ' foz now at the laſt is your trapterchip x falle dede opeu- 
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death, and that hall be pour rewarde, better ye had bene 
to haue done right and than ye had not come to that pe 
beat. Than aunſwered John of Flozence, that is truth, 
IJ haue well deſerued my death. Than toke the officers 
John of Flozenee and bzought hym beſyde of the galo⸗ 
wes where the Juſtice hould be done, And whan that 
he had made his pzayers and all doone, than made the 
hangman him knele downe , and (mote Johans of Flo- 
rence head of,and after that laied his body vpon a whele 
and the head he ſtycked on a ſtake and ſet it by, ouer the 
head a galowes all after the maner as the kyng had iud⸗ 
ged him, and than retourned home againe. And in this 
maner was John of Flozenceſerued foz his great falſ⸗ 
hed and thefte that he hadde done to that trewe wyfe and 


was neuer ſo long kept, but at laſte it is knowen. Ind 
they that dose it at the laſte be hanged, oz elles they lullre 
ſome other hamefull death, | 


CHowe Ambzoſes wyfe tokeleue of the kyng and 
| departed towarde home with her huſbande, 
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2 "Nd whan that Ambꝛoſe had ſene that loꝛde Fre- | 
derte was his wyfe ; hemeruayled gretly ther⸗ 1 
1 — 4 r — longe agone. — | | 
as ryght heuy foꝛ the grete wzonge } 
had cauſed to be done to her in tyme patt, and tha n wen 
to her and toke her in his armes and kyſſed her. And 
o han he had done he fell befoze her on his knees + aſked 
her ſoꝛgyuenes foꝛ that grete wꝛonge that he had daone 
to her fo haſtely not ſpekynge to het befoꝛe. Than dydde 
che take vp and ſayd to hym. Be contente my good 
bone, I ue you frely as thoughe yon had neuer do⸗ 
ne it. And than he roſe and thanked her « thought in his 
mynde not fox to tary lange there, ueuettheleſſe p kynge 
Frederpke of Jennen. E.i. 
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the kynge and wente theyz way & came to 


made them bothe good chere and gaue vnto theym ma⸗ 
ny grete gyftes bothe to Ambꝛoſe #His:wyfe alſo, foz he 
loued her foz the grete trueth a —— ö c had do⸗ 
ne foꝛ hym in his abſcence,puttyn ieopardy 
foꝛ hym agaynſt his ennempes. nd n e had ben 
a whyle with the kynge and made good chere, thã came 
the to the kynge & pꝛayed hym of lycence that he myght 
departe home ward w her huſbande. And whan p kynge 
herde that the wolde departe fro theng he was ſoꝛy and 
was lothe foꝛ to let her departe frome thenſe, but che de⸗ 
ſyꝛed ſo moche p at the laſte he gaue top Ipcence. and 
ſaufcoundute » they myght pa e e all his londe 
without ony maner of harme oꝛ agayne ſapenge. Than 
was Ambꝛoſe and his wyfe glad and toke t 2 leue _ 
et c toke 
a yp and paſſed ouer the (ee to J — 15 good 
paſſage c whan come 8 and 
met of the people whan ke at — es wylt 
was come agayne, Þ was ſayde longe befoze to be dede 


they meruayled gretly therof, In 5 that] E 85 | 


longe in vertue and goodnes a lou 

ck thanked god of that grete foꝛt 1 
ued god deuoutely, And after that by hne 
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kyng and all his loꝛdes and all the kynrede of themtuer 
after came to great woꝛchyp and honour, Ind than wha 
that Imbzoſe and his wyte ſawe that their ſonnne was 
ſo muche made ok, than toke they their lefe of the kynge 
of Jlkare and than departed towarde the towne of Jen⸗ 

nen, and came therein the. viii. day of January, whiche 
was vpon a ſonday. In the pere of our Lozde God. M. 
CCCC.and.xxxvii. Ind thus in this maner hathe this 
good marchaunt Imbzoſe and his wyfe lyued together, 
and theſe foztunes they haue ſuffered. And than was Am 
bꝛoſes wife ſeke and died, and commended her ſoule into 
the handes of almyghty God, and went to the bliſſe euer⸗ 
laſtyng to the whiche bliſſe God bꝛyng you # me, Amen, 


¶ And thus endeth this lytell Cozy of 
lozde Frederyke, 


CJmpzynted at London, in Paules churcheyarde 
at the ſygne of the Lambe, by 
Abzaham Uele, 
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